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envelope • All material received will be considered 
for publication • Semaphore reserves the right to 
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cannot be responsible for missing or lost issues • 
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To avoid missing the next issue, renew 
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I I I use the Pick operating system and my mailing 
address is in the USA. Please continue sending me 
Pragma's Product Profiles free of charge. 
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Date: 
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Open Architecture 
Status Report 

VJe recently interviewed Richard Lauer, Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing at Pick... 

Pragma: What exactly is Open Architecture? 
Lauer: Open Architecture is essentially a 
new foundation upon which the Pick system is 
based. Over the last fifteen or so years, the 
Pick system has been added onto and patched 
and pieced together to such a degree that 
previous releases like R83 have come to be 
very difficult to maintain and add significant 
enhancements to. Open Architecture is, in 
some senses, a rewrite of all of that. It 
makes the underlying assembly code much 
easier to maintain and enhance. 

Pragma: Is there documentation that 
describes what Open Architecture provides? 
Lauer: We have some internal documents at 
this point. In its first release, which will 
essentially be available March 19th, there 
will be the normal kinds of documentation. 
Open Architecture will be completely 
compatible with the R83 version of the 
system, and there will be some new features. 
For example, a IK frame size instead of 512 
bytes, unlimited item size, and things of that 
nature. We'll actually start releasing it to 
the licensees the end of March. Then, over 
the balance of 1985, we'll make some other 
significant enhancements, such as the ability 
to use BASIC subroutines from dictionaries. 

Pragma: Who has decided what's offered by 
Open Architecture? 

Lauer: Primarily Dick Pick. Open 
Architecture is something that Dick is very 
much personally involved in. It's kind of a 
fruition of an awful lot of work for him, 
especially over the last couple of years. 

There is no question that Dick is fully in 
charge of what is going on. 

Pragma: Has there been much influence on 
Open Architecture from outside sources? 
Lauer: I'd like to think that we're sensitive 
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NOW YOU CAN LEARN PICK 


without cracking a book! 

) Now Available For \ 
Microdata and the / 
) Pick PC XT! / w \ 

PROF 

for the PICK Operating System 


THE COMPLETELY ELECTRONIC 
LEARNING SYSTEM FOR PICK 



p'e already said that a Data File In the PICK computer systen works 
i very analagous way to a standard netal file cabinet. How so ' 5 


a drawer In the file 
ji.net, a Data File is a 
lection of RECORDS, with 
uiar information stored In 
:h RECORD. 


RECORD has a unique RECORD 
When you want to retrieve 
ifornation In a RECORD 
BASIC program for instance 
irst need a RECORD KEY. 


The RECORD KEY 
tells the system 
which RECORD you 
want. 


•ovidmg the RECORD KEY, you 
the system which RECORD you 


PROF is a hands-on, interactive learning system that will get 
you up to speed on PICK, quickly and easily. It's clever, enter¬ 
taining, and all learning is done right on the terminal. 

PROF leads you through simulated, HANDS-ON WORK 
SESSIONS in which you actively participate. You try every 
important command, and carefully review the way the system 
responds to each. It all happens right on the terminal. There is 
no book to hold in your lap. 

PROF contains material that is suitable for both users and 
technical personnel. Give it to your application users. Use it to 
train new analysts and programmers. 


PROF tells you exactly what to type. It then "checks” off each 
character as you type the right key. If you touch the wrong key, 
you are reminded by a single "beep”. Every keystroke is screen¬ 
ed electronically. You cannot make a mistake! 

PROF covers all important aspects of PICK. This includes: 

TCL Database concepts 

EDITOR PROC 

ACCESS DATA/BASIC 

PROF also includes an online "HELP" feature for every TCL 
Command, which can be made available to every system user. 


PROF allows you to learn at your own pace. You can follow 
the suggested order of instruction, or quickly jump from "page" 
to "page" . . . just like a book. 

PROF has an Electronic Master Index which works just like the 
index at the back of a book. You can peruse the alphabetical list 
of subjects, then jump right into any lesson you desire. 


PROF is customized. There is a different version for each 
manufacturer of PICK-based equipment, including: 


Ultimate 

ADDS 

GDI 

Datamedia 


General Automation 

Evolution 

Bantam 

Altos 


COMING SOON! PROF for Prime Information PROF for Cosmos Revelation 


Yes! Please send me more information about PROF. 


You can order PROF by writing or calling us at 


Name _ 

Company_ 

Address_ 

City _State _ Zip 

Phone (_)_ 


CRESCENDO Associates, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 440 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Ml 48127 
(313) 562-7134 


PICK is a trademark of PICK Systems, Inc. 




























PICK' 

TRAINING 

THE PICK SYSTEM EDUCATIONAL SERIES 

The first international hands-on training 
seminars and workshops to enable you 
to make the most of the Pick capabilities. 


Management, Introductory and Advanced Courses 
being offered in the following cities throughout 1985: 

Boston Denver 

Kansas City Chicago 

St. Louis London 

Atlanta Dallas 

Maui Laguna Hills 

Philadelphia Phoenix 

Courses developed and presented by Jonathan E. Sisk, 
the leading Pick Trainer and Author, and are aimed at 
all users of Pick-class systems, regardless of the 
manufacturer. 


to the needs of the marketplace and what our 
licensees and the end users are telling us. In 
terms of people from the outside participating "" 
in the development of Open Architecture, I'd 
say it's largely and almost exclusively been 
an internal project at Pick. 

Pragma: If Open Architecture goes to 
licensees on March 19th, when will end users 
see a version from the licensees? 

Lauer: It's somewhat dependent on the 
licensees, but I think it's reasonable to 
assume that Open Architecture will actually 
make its way to the streets sometime before 
the end of the year, and we hope it will be 
quite a bit before the end of the year. It's 
unreasonable to assume that it will be much 
before, say, June or July. 


PLEASE CALL FOR OUR BROCHURE AND CLASS SCHEDULE: 


JES & Associates, Inc. 

P.O. Box 19274 
Irvine, California 92714 
(714) 786-2211 

Telex 384365 (JES INC IRVINE) 


WE SPECIALIZE IN USED AND COMPATIBLE 

MICRODATA 

SYSTEMS - PERIPHERALS - MEMORY - PRINTERS 

50 MB REFLEX I DISC DRIVES 
128 MB REFLEX II DISC DRIVES 
INTELLIGENT 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 
STANDARD 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 
128K MOS MEMORY BOARDS 
16K CORE MEMORY BOARDS 
PRISM I AND II CRTS 
ADDS VIEWPOINT CRTS 
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

COMPLETE MOS AND CORE SYSTEMS 
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

PRINTRONIX PRINTERS 
300LPM / 600LPM 
in stock 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

BOARD REPAIR AND EXCHANGE SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Call CHUCK HAAS For Competitive Prices 
Buy - Trade - Sell 513-528-5400 


Eflsiccimp e me. ® 


Pragma: Where's Open Architecture running 
now? Only internally at Pick? 

Lauer: There are alpha copies that have been 
released to a couple of the licensees, but 
they are not formal releases. We're running 
it extensively at Pick, and have been, as far 
as all of our development efforts, for quite 
some time. 

Pragma: Will Open Architecture also be 
available directly from Pick, in the same way 
that the IBM XT implementation is now? 
Lauer: There will be a personal computer 
implementation of Open Architecture, yes. 

Pragma: Also in March? 

Lauer: Probably not. I would expect that it 
will be more in the June/July timeframe 
before you see it on the IBM XT. 

Pragma: How are you expecting Open 
Architecture to be perceived and accepted by 
customers? 

Lauer: We really hope that all of the 
licensees and, therefore, eventually all of 
their end users will move to Open 
Architecture. Since Open Architecture is 
fully compatible with R83, at first it may not 
even be obvious to end users that a system is 
running Open Architecture, other than some 
noticeable but not dramatic performance 
improvements, due largely to the IK frame 
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PICK "users can soar 
to new heights of flexibility 



with PICK on the IBM 4300 

Lift your PICK Operating System to higher levels of performance with the IBM 4300 
Series. SMI ; s implementation of the PICK Operating System provides large system power 
with small system convenience. 

Large system power 

The IBM 4300 offers you powerful features. More memory and disk growth potential. 
The ability to support large terminal networks. Incremental file saves that minimize daily 
tape backup time. A transactional logging system that provides security against mid-day 
failures. 


Reliability and serviceability 

IBM's Remote Service Facility for the 4300 allows IBM field technical support to monitor 
and/or correct problems via telephone lines. IBM also backs every 4300 installation 
with over 300 service centers nationwide. 


VM software affords the user great flexibility 

VM is an IBM product that allows users to partition the 4300 into multiple PICK Operating 
Systems. Users in various locations can now have their own operating systems, minimizing 
processing conflicts. 

VM also allows expanded communication capabilities such as file sharing between 
computers and highly efficient data block transmission. 

For more information call Judi Gennetti at 1-800-323-1143 (in Illinois, 1-312-698-4000), 
or write: Systems Management, Inc., 6300 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL 60018. 



SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT, INC. 


1 - 800 - 323-1143 

(In Illinois, 312-698-4000) 


Chicago • Dallas • Los Angeles • Minneapolis 












369 MAILING LABELS 

let you enter the foreign Pick market! 


Australia: 93, Canada: 173, England: 46, 
other: 55, on standard peelable labels. 
Each includes date of last good mailing. 


$1 per label. Not for P / Mail by Marianne | 
trade or resale, ca 1893 Nadina Street 
residents: add tax. Seaside, CA 93955 


PICITOnunE Iral 

ELECTROniC 

m/iK/i7inF 

519-351-2502 (1200 Baud) 

The Software Consortium 
Box 8778, louja City, la 52244 
319-369-9166 


Irvine Computer Corporation 

Specializing In 
Microdata 1600-8000 
System Enhancements 

16-Channel Communication Controller 

• Microprocessor based 

• Type-ahead input buffering 
• Bi-directional X0N/X0FF flow control 

• Channel characteristics settable from TCL 

• Auto-baud 

Remote Maintenance Panel Interface 

• Converts remote terminal to systems maintenance panel 
• Provides remote systems diagnostic capability 

• Monitors system voltages and temperatures 

• Runs FORTH programming language 

Printer Controllers 

• Two printers per board 

• Parallel and serial 

Disk Subsystems 

//\ 3001 Redhill Ave. #2-107 

// \ Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
If \ (714) 557-5292 

// \ Irvine Computer Corporation 


size and things like that. What will happen 
later is that additional features that will be 
available will become so significant that Open 
Architecture will be hard to resist. 

Pragma: Some licensees have added unique 
features for their implementations. Will 
those licensees have a problem trying to 
move those additional features over to Open 
Architecture? 

Lauer: Not necessarily. In some cases, their 
enhancements will be intrinsic to Open 
Architecture, so they won't really need to do 
much. In other cases, yes, they will have to 
incorporate their changes into Open 
Architecture, but that shouldn't be a 
significant effort. For one, it's easier to 
make changes in Open Architecture, and two, 
we're still fundamentally dealing with the 
standard Pick instruction set, so assembly 
code they've written will still be highly 
transportable to Open Architecture. It just 
will take a little bit of effort to do so. 

Pragma: If indeed Open Architecture is 
completely compatible with R83 applications, 
the only real end user benefit for converting 
to Open Architecture will initially be speed? 
Lauer: Essentially that's true. On an ADDS 
Mentor, we're experiencing around a 30% 
performance improvement versus R83. 

Pragma: What will future versions of Open 
Architecture offer? 

Lauer: You'll see substantial enhancements 
with subsequent Open Architecture releases. 

In the long run, certain things that have been 
extremely difficult to do with the Pick 
system, particularly with regard to 
communication and networking, will become 
much less difficult projects to effect as far 
as implementation is concerned. Over the 
years to come, it'll become almost 
impractical to keep a system technologically 
current without Open Architecture. Not that 
existing systems won't still work and do just 
what they've always done. But I think Open 
Architecture is going to be an intrinsic part 
of really taking full advantage of new 
technology, particularly new communication 
functionality. @ 


6 































Pick™ 

MAILING LISTS 


Reach thousands 
of users. 

(You can select who and where.) 


Only 39 $ per name, 
postage included! 


For rates & information, write to: 
P/Mail by Marianne 
1893 Nadina Street 
Seaside, CA 93955 

Pick is a trademark of Pick Systems 


If you ask your computer for a custom report, 
is this what you get? 


Want something different from your computer 
instead of just your standard, inflexible reports? 


You don't have to be a programmer to start creating 
your own custom reports in minutes! 

Announcing EnGen™, the report generator. Now there's no need to learn the complicated 
syntax of a computer language. EnGen is fool-proof, question-and-answer software for 
Microdata™ computers that lets you create any custom report you want. 

Design and write your own reports, with EnGen! 

To order EnGen with no obligation, make your check for $495 payable to DC Software (Utah residents must add sales tax). 

Mail your order in care of Semaphore Corporation, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. You will then receive EnGen's 
source code on magnetic tape (please specify 800 or 1600 bits per inch) along with complete instructions and a license 
agreement to be returned to DC Software. If within two weeks of receiving your tape you are not completely satisfied 
with EnGen for any reason, we will authorize you to return EnGen, and we will then send you a complete refund. 
Microdata is a trademark of Microdata Corp. 
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See us at booth #G 
at International 
Spectrum USA, 
New Orleans, 
March 20-22 


MTROOUONG 

THE MOST POWERFUL 
PICK SYSTEMS IM THEIR CLASS. 


PICK users are passionate 
about their favorite operat¬ 
ing system. 

But there’s been a 
problem. 

They’ve had to either 
stick with obsolete minicom¬ 
puters or settle for a weaker 
micro system. 

Now CIE Systems 
introduces the CIES 680/100 
APX and CIES 680/200 
APX multi-user systems. 

Which means your cus¬ 
tomers can transport their 
PICK applications down 
from a high-price mini to a 
high-performance 680 APX 
supporting up to 40 termi¬ 
nals simultaneously. Each 
doing different jobs. 

PICK SYSTEMS DIVISION 


CIES 680 APX systems 
feature 68000 processors 
running at 10 MHz with no 
wait states for up to four 
times the speed and 
throughput of other 68000 
PICK implementations. 

And they’re fully sup¬ 
ported by CIES and our 
multi-national, $60-billion 
parent company, C. Itoh, with 
vast production capabilities 
and worldwide resources. 

For more information, 
just call or write our 
exclusive sales represen¬ 
tative, BONNECO, Hutton 
Centre, 201E. Sandpointe 
Avenue, Suite 490, Santa 
Ana, CA., 92707, at 
(714) 546-0244. 

CIE Systems 


A C.ITOH ELECTRONICS COMPANY 




BONNECO, Exclusive Sales Representative 

"CIE 680 is a Trademark of CIE Systems, Inc.©PICK is a Registered Trademark of PICK Systems. © 1984 CIE Systems, Inc. 






















